
To: Albright, David[Aibright.David@epa.gov]; Robin, George[Robin.George@epa.gov]; 
Ardillo, Anne[ARDILLO.ANNE@EPA.GOV]; Gerdes, Jason[Gerdes.Jason@epa.gov]; Goforth, 
Kathleen[Goforth.Kathleen@epa.gov]; McPherson, Ann[McPherson.Ann@epa.gov]; Plenys, 
Thomas[Pienys.Thomas@epa.gov] 
From: Sysu m, Scott 
Sent: Fri 3/4/2016 3:11:12 PM 
Subject: Info Only: Department of the Interior (DOl) issues draft programmatic environmental 
assessment (EA) regarding the use of hydraulic fracturing on the Southern California Outer 
Continental Shelf. 

Federal 
Department ofthe Interior (DOl) issues draft programmatic environmental 
assessment (EA) regarding the use of hydraulic fracturing on the Southern 
California Outer Continental Shelf. On February 22, DOl issued a that 
evaluates the potential environmental effects associated with offshore hydraulic fracturing on 
the Outer Continental Shelf off the coast of Southern California. The draft EA was required as 
part of two recently settled National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) lawsuits in which 
several nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) alleged that DOl had failed to consider the 
environmental effects of offshore hydraulic fracturing. DOl agreed to suspend further 
permitting of hydraulically fractured wells until the NEP A review is complete. In the draft 
EA, DOl evaluates potential effects on air quality, water quality, wildlife and the likelihood of 
accidents associated with well stimulation and fluid handling. The draft EA concludes that 
the potential environmental effects are not significant enough to require an environmental 
impact statement. The draft EA identifies continued permitting of hydraulically fractured 
wells as the preferred option, but also considers three other options, including prohibiting 
the use of hydraulic fracturing on existing leases. DOl will accept comments on the draft EA 
until March 23. 

v/r 
Scott Sysum 

National Older Worker Career Center 
Energy Specialist 
U.S. EPA Region IX 
Environmental Review Section (ENF-4-2) 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
voice-415-972-37 42; fax-415-94 7-3562 
Email: ill11ill~m@~tiJ.!"l:{ 
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